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A NOTE ON SOURCES AND METHODS 


Most of this book is based on events I nersi mallv observed between January 2007, when 
1 first met the 2 16, and June 2008, the month of the Ranger Ball . 1 spent a total of eight 
months viit-i :\w 2- If. in Iraq and made .ni^i: ion.il ivpm lin^ trips tu I'url Kik-v, in Kan- 
sas; Brooke Army Medical Center, in San Antonio, Texas; the National Naval Medical 
Center, in Bethesda, Maryland; and Walter Reed Armv Medical Center, in Washing. 
:or.. D.C. 

The book also contains some scenes fur which I wasn 't present. In those instances, 
the details, descriptions, and dialogue used in the book were verified through internal 
arir.\ n-pnr'.s, phdiugraplv. aher-thi -lac: observation, ami iniiy.iiv.v -.vii-i .> 

many participants as conditions would permit. All of the people described and quoted 
in the book knew that I was a journalist and that everything [ was seeing and hearing was 
on the record. 

It is to the army's credit, ! believe, that flaring the length of nn reporting, there 
xv .Ti t.Iv :vo>;ime» :h.n J Mas asked ii> :re?.l sumi-il-itn; as . tt'tin- record. Both requests 
involve:! class:lied t.vhn. .logica! aglplvjliiin* in use bv :\:v soldiers, the revealing isf 
which could conceivably put subsequent soldiers using the applications at increased 
risk, and I agreed to do so. 

And it is to the 2-36 soldiers' credit that they tolerated a journalist being among 
'hem. ami ir. almnsi all c,:.m s welcomed nn with their lr:ist. It;hv. ihe '.\ ^innin^, I 
explained to them that my intent was tu document their corner of the war, without 
agenda. Tins book, then, is that corner, unshaded. I teel :>rivik™.!ed to haw been its wit- 
ness, and to write the story of what happened. 


